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IFE-LONG CHAMPION OF THE HELPLESS BLIND
\ REDEDICATES FUTURE AS WIFE TO THAT SERVICE

f i ‘Winifred Holt, Bride of Rufus Graves
(| ' Mather, Converts Wedding Gifts Into
Fund She Is Raising to Aid Sightless

= -y

i

Has Gained Fame Far and
Near for Ut{se{f'isb Effortsto
Find Happinessfor Aflicted

ERVICE! with a eapltal *'C.'"" And she had not Hitle and ob, dear me.”"—in an the blind, and she writes
If but one word were permitted in characterizing Mrs. Winifred Holt thought it necessary to submerge her ld:. m maid—*'send my black —i“c: “And i'l going to let 1:.1.:'!:.“,.
o

» - r .
Mather, of New York, that word would be service, f:l-.:‘t{.“"l‘ito{ .ilr:gr di]: r:olb':::ll:;u'l" t'l:g: l
As Miss Winifred Holt, which she was until Thursday when she | back, nor hns she adopted tortoise-shell |

Mrs. Math h § glasscs or flat broad heels, On the con-
ehanged her name to Mrs. Mather, she years ago dedicated all her efforts Eraty, tiasses of dark Sutly Meie trame |

to the relief of the blind in New York and abroad. o ) ,
For sixteen years she has worked long and hard—a weary, discour- Iilt rc-{r;"l'd::;dl&::nn::lr E;urlkp:t"i:? 5::::

aging struggle at first, with few to give encouraging words and fewer | beam out of them. And then her life |

still to give encouraging dollars, and many to lift their hands in horror at w‘;:!‘h' h

a new faddist turned loose to plead for money. But it was no fad with) -mndl‘;::t m?\?T;h u:mr:ul:m::dm ® fttie |

Mrs. Mather—it was a life work, and her wedding was the culmination of a | ®ign reading I am I:una,'.- ,},J; [
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““Yes he wrote us a poem that goes _Eﬁ‘mjl.'::hﬂﬁl: i “o,n only in mame

e with a whimsical sn.ile.
" “l'.=| York shop, ex that § 7 New
God!h "": lﬂ :‘:{:ﬁ ;:’!“ is king, ?'! Eh' h:ll::?r-wil{d'gv there alt?n.lnf:?mm
1t is &'." glln's me:tnmam:; this thing In‘ tiln 'bl'w‘;g. :"m"m"&'%ﬁhll:
thoss can see,

“In'rt that beautiful? and Mr. Hep- h'u-ﬁbmf' "}‘ chairs and cany
made the sweetest remark at the b'::..'“ ol' an "-‘::"tb *:dﬂn on looms,
time he [llustrated the poem for us—in | mave from tiny ones for the cibr %
the illustration he has Cupid perched | ), that table to
on & rainbow and he said to me—'So |~ B on¢® TH48 & most cover & room,
sorry the rainbow fs off-color, but I |  Aisa Holt received a lotter from
couldn’t get one to sit for me that | President Harding commending bes
morning.”’ Wasn't that nice? {?I'l.b‘l.itn ving her wedding dowry to aiq

0 of France—and well
s work of mine began at|$08 DINT I LENIeT I g Ay

home, but it spread. Durll'lﬁﬂt‘“ Mrs. Mather are mn; to have to (o

"id ashe resu
D eas? 11, an't Tt have | little secret—tomorrow & book of i
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Mrs. Mather were engaged in sim-|
: flar work—aiding the blind. This
} fnterest is not going to end at the

altar, but the marviage ceremony is/
war T took the idea to

e a joining together of hand and heart i
i for more united efforts in behalf of mn t’l'int ';‘ .trh.l"m:mﬂ‘. wl'l.'.t",: :r.udsl 'E“nn“ ?15 ltlm ";'3"&1“{‘:»\:5"
i those deprived of sight. o , * | none of those little pitch -
‘Then we spread to Italy, where blind- [ SEo 3o P il o Dﬂpulnr!ll: and ::l‘:i

pess {s very prevplent, Trachoma ia tho | (1A% BPEE H bl taly,
ver—no nothing t
usunl form it takes, and since that is| oo grooine. delght. i ns&‘d?‘iﬁ:

) The wedding was what Mrs.
so infectious, we have not only to ald check after check: Tt is mot very er.

Mather termed a “rededication to‘

S service,” so, when a bride, she|
B garbed herself in a rather unusual | those alrsedy Blinded, Wet W M T vea siting to gg to the door and Lave the
o “ FiRoms ot M Sopoer i 1 Eot | el e e Sttt
: Her wedding dress was a beautiful | having acknowledged the correctness of ?iltl: m:ulo;ef?ut' thl:ll‘!. t}:dﬁiu
thing of silver and white brocade this "“‘ﬁm{:" M’“lu‘i‘:.f""‘ta'r“'d' . | and Mrs, Mather are doing to save -
S8 made after the style of the four-| Mr, Mather was in Italy doing &t h'ap iness for the shattered war-
: teenth century—very stiff and for| Mrs, Rufus Graves " 'The lst time T was in France 1
mal it was, but the most unusual Mather in her wed- saw seven one-armed blind men kalt-
feature was a long priest-like stole, | ding gown. er :lhns ;‘::tr :::rlnll}t:?f’nmnl'wh' with
[ symbolical of her call to service.| gr;:;,‘ wzir‘s'.“ .'l:.llﬂ e o Hott, m;‘::. r:ﬂl:inﬂb:;,t_
it Bhe wore a veil, for—service or no | of honor and the lat- house started they would have mat day
service—what is a bride without a ter's daughter, Wini- Tg‘l&' g-.r’w ::]d::knh!::. .W{:l:u::gé to
: veil? The veil was an old one that | fred Holt Blood- like the hopeless today. Now in the
¥ has been in the family for years and good, was flower girl clubhouse the wen are taught what-
: was worn by her aunt, Mrs, Camp-| ever trade s suitable for them, and
7l bell Mortimer, on her wedding day.
| The ceremony, performed by Dr.
' Manning, Bishop of New York, was

isation of Mrs. Mather's dreams— |
the home where the blind are taught|
useful trades and occupations. She
it | was attended by blind girls as
; bridesmaids, and Mrs. Mather said
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f . of the guests:
- “Our guests will be only those
g; b whom we have to ask—as family and
i‘l family friends—those whom we love |
?_*.‘. and those who have helped in any |
i way to pass along the torch of
i Yight.” |
Fd Wedding Becomes a
] Service of Rededication
b b And so it was a novel wedding,
5§l this “rededication to service.” Rufus .\{r. and Mrs. Mather discussin
2 Graves Mather, the bridegroom, is| Plans for '?ﬁhebﬁ:ﬁ welfare o
2 descended from the first president of
{ ichard M w
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u“.eIﬁSh “.Ork prﬁ"(‘ﬂ that the n‘lany i U]U.“i‘". oven “ "1““ 1“1:--\' b(“l-‘;llll ;"ll‘ hl;:h.\ i
generations of life in America have the actors, And there was a third stin.-
. failed to dim the noble spirit of self- | nlus to my activity. A wouun whow
bl sacrifice of the Puritan fathers. For| k’i:‘“'- ﬁ"-'ululﬁi-ilu"l -'m-ll -,‘!xll:::":u.l.
& bl . wis being sent to the poorhouse when
f F' hearken to the most unusual thing I happened to hear about it. She was
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s, nnl".'\lr‘; rn l1 [:.. 'I thq"n r:0 |struments and bad all the attributes of
4 ' quested their friends to sen s er 'a lady, she was useless, because of
B ] presents of the ordinary fort, but 0| parintirmity and was going to the poor- |
i send money for the purchase of a Light. I
I house for the INind in Paris—it is necs | v Mrs, Rufus Graves Mather

o r esrary to raise £300,000 by December

1 16, or the home of many Mind men tistic research work—that means get- | they have their gnmes and recreation—
4 fn Parls iz taken from Miss Iolt and ting documentary evidence of the mas- | bowling clubs and concerts and ain
4 her work of venes will eome to naught, | terpieces of Itallan art.'’ she hastened | Their Lighthouse over there has Ite
&1 1 ¢ it of ofening o] to e:[ﬂain. noting quickly a mystified | keeper and crew, just as our three here
% | nstead of the thrill of opening look. “He hiud not previously been in- | in New York have—the same loyal and
J i ding presents and pulling out Aunt| terested in the blind, but frou. then on, | generous wsupport from the workers,
% Marin's gift from wad= of exenlsjor, and | he wan wonderful nnd for three years | It would be a terrible thing to bave
; wo worked together, and now we bave | to glve it up,” and Miss Holt got

declded to join hands and continue the | slowly up froin the table, and u
fm'% ;\'url; Ilogcther. l'l‘heru Iudn urvutl Mr, Mather, ’ ' ’ -“
ieedl for help now, sinee wood aleoho " :
consumption results so frequenty in (-‘,1,,‘:,‘“(“_-}::’; ::121 ':::gg&{ru:.:: ::'
bll?:l{lt‘w- " thusiastic about the project. Beslde

“‘You know," interposcd Mr, Mather, | the letter from President Harding,
quickly, “'Mixs Holt (s very tulented n | Becretary Hughes, General DPershing
n ,rvnt many lines—sghe wus quite n| and Ambassador Jusserand sent me
seulptor at one time, before she gave | notes telling how much they were In
herself up completely to this work for Lavor ot our fdea ambout the Light:
0llsa,

In thin letter to Misa Holt, Presl-
g . dent Harding wrote:
Al by our I.["lr'.h ]‘Ilﬁl'.?- | ] 2 : _ 3 ‘It hos been n most gratifying thing
I be n crime. no I:;i‘: R W R, _ ol - — ; : : 3 i to note the establishment of ﬂiea
it 19 s wonderfully N - ; . " " L o) : : o I i faken i , : S A Lighthouses in Furope, and it wou

P : ; ! i be a tllmlnpnlnmmnt beyond measure

to have this new undertaking fuil be-
cause of lnck of funds, I am very sure
that the situation need only be brought
to the nttention of those who desire to
be helpful to make certain of the e+
cesa of your enterprise. I am more
than glad to be consldered a patron.’

1\ of course, strewing the exeelslor all
. v
over the floor, or Instend of shaking |
boxes and guessing what i in them, |
Mr. and Mrs, Mather apened letteps,
and many very stibstantial checks were
thelr rewnrdi. {
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i’ do all that 1 hove to iliese et fase] Mather): Bishop Willlam T. sary to keep the Lighthouse for
8 favn.’' said Mrs. Mather—only ske Manning; Rufus Graves Mather, present use. This $3500 represents
days,'’ said Ars. 1 bridegroom; Henry Holt, father :]wu presents to Miss Holt, from het
nance,

wan still Mizs Winifred Holt when she |
made that remark, for it was then|
only her welding eve. Just in from |
8 final fitting of her wedding gown |
and ready to dash out to the rehenr-
sl of the wedding itself, Miss Holt

of the bride and who is elghty-

three vears old. In front, Winl-

fred Holt Rloodgood, flower gicl,

and seated, Master Holt Blood-
good, page

A wspecial committee has been of-
ani by friends of Mr. and Mrs
father to recelve presents for her in
cash, and Willinm Forbes Morgan
71 Broadway, has declared !:inmli

i " » ite nne v
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: ] My, oh ﬂ_i:“-' lil !Hwt;, 1';1:1':'.] o Rufus Graves Mather | an equal. In most families a blnd of Mrs, Mather, some from her friends,
. you know what T dl o other day | wome from the lovers of Frunce an
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know If the 10th of December will
on the world before the §G00,000 hat
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After her life of sacrifice for nlhil"
it would be a sud blow to Mre. Mathet
to know that the alighty dollar could

g iwhat sad cases there were pight here W | 1 d : .

sat with her, idog A > . they pnss along and forget the incl-)and how absolutely good-for-nothin
1 1N ) call Mr. Mnther the ‘Lighthouse. (in New York, so I got busy. First I'dent. Ihat's Just where Miss Holt dif- |1y his existence. A little job would
. keeper of Italy.' for it was he who | found several Ilumd men and had them fers from the general run of humanity. | change the attitude of both classes
organized the club in Rome to n great | come to my own howe and talic uwhile, |Bhe suw the pitiable plight of these When it becomes apparent that the
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Became Interested torture seemed to be the fact that equipped to do nothing else. Miss Holt by bis own efforts and becomes relf-
g they were useless; that all they could IS S ©1% | gupporting, the charncter of the whole . !
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e sFHow did I first become Interested |and do notbing., 8o we began finding dng’,gkm," Reaches comes the blind person!' house closed and the Lighthouse keepe?
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U ee,’' mid she thoughtfully, with a|weaving and basketry and the like and 3500 Blind in New York of mulcide when they are found, Buleclde count of a few dollars, That fe
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